FROM THIRTY YEARS WITH FREUD
the great cultural feat of annihilating the outsiders.
World history shows that every nation, upon reach-
ing a certain cultural level, was conquered, enslaved,
and humbled by another nation, in this way par-
taking of the questionable blessings of a higher
culture.
There are surely other possible ways to tame the
aggressive energies of mankind, other avenues of
escape which we have, perhaps, not yet sufficiently
examined. But here, too, society has imposed too
high an ethical imperative, one which must remain
unattained. Any manifestation of human aggres-
siveness surely has a just claim to gratification. Even
the mildest of men, who is worshipped by men as
their Saviour, did not spare harsh words and even
drove away with blows the money-changers from
the temple. What can be required of us ordinary
mortals ? The logical action must be for us to try to
canalize the aggressive impulses of man rather than
to extinguish them, since they are always with us.
Dreamers and optimists adjure men to love one
another. Yet it is extremely doubtful whether even
the more moderate advice, " Hate one another
less! " would evoke any response beyond a purely
theoretical interest.
It seems to me there is an intimate connection
between the fate of sexuality and of aggressiveness
throughout the evolution of civilization. Aggressive
tendencies are also enfeebled as a culture ages. This
is generally true, even though we may encounter a
great many exceptional cases where aggressiveness
appears in its primitive force and in its ancient
forms. At any rate, a mature culture makes pro-
vision for the aggressive instincts to find new and
more humane forms of expression. We might say
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